
                                                             OTHER FACTORS OF EVIDENCE 
“Their houses are dug round about with earth, and have from the uttermost brims of 
the circle, clefts of wood set upon them, joining close together at the top like a spire 
steeple, which by reason of that closeness are very warm.”  (updated to modern English)                

     

  
 "Kule Loklo" (meaning "Bear Valley") is a recreated Coastal Miwok village near 

Pt. Reyes Station in Marin County. These were prevalent throughout Marin closely 

match Drake’s description of the native lodgings of the people he came in contact 

with.      
   

                                        



              “Trees without leaves” and “Ground without greenes”      

      

Until development in the 1950s, the area around Strawberry Cove has always 
been barren, except for a few trees, including the pines near the top of the hill 
(as shown on the Portus Plan map) and the grove of California Buckeye, which 
lose their leaves earlier than other trees. There is a healthy grove of California 
Buckeyes at Strawberry Cove. 
 

                                                               



                                                         



       



      THE “ISLAND” REPRESENTED ON THE HONDIUS “PORTUS PLAN” 

                                                                    

                                             

            This flat marshland example is near the cove site. They are very common in    
                      Richardson Bay and frequently have water channels next to them.  

                           



       



      



         



                       THE MYSTERIOUS DRAKE LETTER 
 

In 1952, a Drake historian named Mathew Dillingham presented to the Drake 
Navigators Guild (DNG) a letter that, according to his friend Alan Chickering (a San 
Francisco attorney and President of the California Historical Society) was quite 
possibly a type-written copy of a parchment letter that, according to the story 
when it was presented to Chickering, was written by Francis Drake to be given to 
his heirs.  
 

In that letter, amongst other things of interest, was a general description by Drake 
of the location of their California landing site in 1579. The wording in the letter 
was:         
           

             “…halfway between the sea and a large inland body of water” 

    
 

                                                                                 



                                                                    FRESH WATER AT THE COVE 
Certainly, the top necessity for Drake and the crew aboard the Golden Hinde would 
be a quantity of fresh water near the ship’s harbor. In this early map of the 
Strawberry Cove area, an “arroyo” (stream) is noted. This appears to be a natural 
waterway that was likely there when they camped for five weeks in 1579. 

               

                A FEW OTHER CLAIMS OF THE PORT OF NOVA ALBION 
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