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                                          FRANCIS DRAKE; A BRIEF BACKGROUND    
 I n the most remarkable known event in pre-California history, Captain Francis Drake and his crew 
landed in what is now Marin County in the summer of 1579, staying for 36 days while careening 
their ship, the Golden Hind, and peacefully mingling with the natives. Drake and his crew of about 
тр ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ  
  

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 5ǊŀƪŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘŀƴ άǎŜŀŘƻƎǎέΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōȅ Ƴƻǎǘ 
people living in the Bay Area about the man and the voyage that brought him to the shores of 
California. The nearly three-year adventure originated with five ships in Plymouth, England in 
December of 1577. By the summer of 1579, Drake and his crew aboard the only remaining ship of 
the voyage had amassed great quantities of booty by attacking Spanish treasure ports and 
merchant ships while sailing north along the west coast of South and Central America. During those 
ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǊŀƛŘǎΣ 5ǊŀƪŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ŀ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎƘƛǇΣ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ 
/ŀŎŀŦǳŜƎƻέΣ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ну ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜǎΦ  
 

After sailing as far north as the Vancouver arŜŀΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘƛŎŀƭ ά{ǘǊŀƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ !ƴƛŀƴέ όƻǊ 
άbƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ tŀǎǎŀƎŜέύ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǊŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 
coast to find a safe harbor in or near what is now Marin County. Over 40 tons of silver, along with 
gold, jŜǿŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘ 5ǊŀƪŜΩǎ ǎƘƛǇ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ 
an encampment for their five-week stay. This was the first landing by the English on any shore of 
what is now the United States, preceding the East Coast settlement of Roanoke by six years and 
Jamestown by twenty eight. 



¦Ǉƻƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǎƘƻǊŜΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΣ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 
America. Remarkably, the first English language spoken in what is now the United States of America 
was heard in Marin County by the Coast Miwok people! Upon his return to England via the Pacific 
Ocean, Drake was knighted by Queen Elizabeth I aboard his ship. 
 

Today, 440 years after that historic landing and after some two hundred years of heated debate, 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ 5ǊŀƪŜ ƘŀǊōƻǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎ άbƻǾŀ !ƭōƛƻƴέ όbŜǿ 
England) for Queen and Country has still not been resolved without question. After years of 
dedicated historical and scientific research by myself and a team of experienced historians, 
archaeologists, geophysicists and geologists, I can now say with confidence that the true location of 
this great chapter in British and American history is almost certainly a well-known southern Marin 
cove that many thousands of people look at every day. 
 

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ ƛƴŘƛǎǇǳǘŀōƭŜ ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
at any of the proposed cove locations over the many years of trying to solve this important 
historical mystery. The previously proposed landing sites include the federally recognized location 
at Drakes Estero (at Drakes Bay) and many others up and down the entire west coast of the United 
States. Most of these sites fall reasonably within the latitude readings that were recorded by Drake, 
that is, somewhere in or near Marin County. Considering the lack of conclusive artefactual evidence 
ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƪŜȅ 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ǊŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǎǘŀȅ 
here in Marin. 
  
¢ƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 5ǊŀƪŜΩǎ ǾƻȅŀƎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎΣ 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ǊŀƪŜΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜ 
and encampmŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ άōǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜέ ƳŀǇ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǾƻȅŀƎŜ όƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άIƻƴŘƛǳǎ .ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜέύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜ ƳŀǇ ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƪŜǘŎƘŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ 
on location and is commonly known as, "The Portus Plan of Nova Albion".    

                                                



According to the subsequently published journals, Drake and his men built a small rock fortress 
before bringing their ship onto a beach area (at high tide) to be "careened" for the repair of a leak 
and to clean the ǎƘƛǇΩǎ Ƙǳƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ hŎŜŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŎŀƳǇŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ άŦŜƴŎŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƻƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 
a deep friendship with the natives and Captain Francis Drake was crowned as an Honorary Chief by 
the Miwok leader. 
 

[ƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ 5ǊŀƪŜΩǎ ŜƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
nearby. It would also need to be hidden and defendable, especially for that long a stay. They were 
keenly aware of a poǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƛŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǎƘƛǇǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ 
other proposed Drake landing sites are either hidden or defendable.    
                                                                                            
                                                                         THE DISCOVERY                                                                                                                             
As a native of Marin and a long-time amateur local historian, I decided to thoroughly investigate 
this most important chapter in California history, beginning in the summer of 2001. While searching 
the northern California coast, it became clear to me how difficult, dangerous and impractical it 
would be to safely careen and protect the ship and its crew for five weeks at almost every 
conceivable location. I didn't spend much time looking around San Francisco Bay, mainly because of 
the reason (expressed by some) that, "Drake couldn't have found San Francisco Bay because it was 
too foggy to see the entrance". 
 

The fact is that Drake was a master navigator who, with the possible aid of stolen Spanish coastal 
charts and lifting fog could have detected the large entrance to San Francisco Bay by reading the 
shifting tides, winds, and by visual detection of the three-mile bay inlet along the coastline.  
 

5ǊŀƪŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ tƻǊǘǳƎǳŜǎŜ ǎŎƻǳǘ ǎƘƛǇΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ŜƭƭƻΩǎ CǊƛƎŀǘŜέ ǘƘŀǘ 
had been commandeered (due to the excessive weight of treasure aboard the Golden Hinde) by 
Drake near Costa Rica.   
 

In July of 2008, about seven years after my search had begun, I found myself in a cove along the 
Richardson Bay shoreline of southern Marin.  After I noted that it fit the journal descriptions 
perfectly in almost every respect, I was further encouraged by comparing old maps and aerial 
photographs that showed how well the site fit the "Portus Plan" map, right down to the water 
channel on its west side and the cartography of the area, including the ground elevation along the 
ŎƻǾŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜΦ I also noticed that, as was described in the journals, there is a high hill right next 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΩǎ ŜƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ άŦƛƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘέ ƻŦ 5ǊŀƪŜΩǎ ƳŀǇΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ 5ǊŀƪŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŎtually get 
his ship into that particular cove, considering its location. 
 



                          The Strawberry Cove Southern Marin County Location  
                                                                           

                  
 
I then researched many early depth charts of San Francisco Bay and they all showed a navigable, 
natural, deep channel leading directly to the cove. After the discovery, I put together a 12 chapter 
DVD presentation of the evidence that was compiled over time.  
 

I now invite you to take a look at some of the visual and other evidence:                                                                             



                          

                                                



                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                             


